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physical state may affect the prosodic
properties of her utterance, enabling
a hearer with the appropriate experi-
ence or background knowledge to
infer whether she is drunk or sober,
sick or healthy, tired or alert, hesitant
or assured. As with shivering, these
prosodic properties carry information
about the speaker’s mental or physical
state, but it is not their function to do
so: they are natural signs, interpreted

tions, or personality traits. Such informa-
tion can be produced spontaneously or
intentionally and may vary according to
social context and the speaket’s commu-
nicative intentions. Some vocal features
can thus be interpreted as the expres-
sion (symptom) of the speaker’s inner
state while others will be considered as
intentional communicative signals or
styles (Zei-Pollermann, 2002).
















































